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	   Diocese	  of	  Syracuse	   	   	  

	  

The	  Catechist	  
Level	  One	  Certification	  Requirement	  •	  	  Fall	  2013	  

	  

Andrea	  Slaven	  
aslaven@syrdio.org	  •	  315-‐797-‐4030	  	  
Office	  hours	  10am	  -‐	  noon;	  2-‐4pm	  Monday	  -‐	  Thursday	  	  

	  
	  
	  

Course	  description	  
The	  catechist,	  is	  one	  who	  teaches	  the	  Catholic	  faith	  
by	  word	  and	  example.	  This	  course	  is	  to	  help	  prepare	  
catechists	  to	  understand	  the	  ministry	  of	  catechesis,	  
their	  role	  in	  that	  ministry	  and	  equip	  them	  with	  
strategies	  to	  effectively	  share	  Scripture,	  Tradition	  
and	  personal	  Witness	  with	  students.	  	  	  
	  
Catechists	  will	  examine	  many	  aspects	  of	  teaching	  
pedagogy	  in	  order	  to	  effectively	  deliver	  meaningful	  
and	  effective	  lessons	  for	  the	  learner.	  
	  
Course	  objectives	  

● Participants	  will	  define	  faith	  and	  share	  
personal	  faith	  experiences	  in	  small	  group	  
discussions.	  

	  
● Participants	  will	  describe	  their	  call	  to	  

ministry	  in	  terms	  of	  vocation	  
	  

● Participants	  will	  outline	  the	  six	  tasks	  of	  
Catechesis	  as	  described	  by	  the	  National	  
Directory	  of	  Catechesis	  and	  provide	  specific	  
examples	  from	  either	  their	  own	  experience	  
or	  provide	  a	  new	  idea	  that	  can	  be	  used	  as	  
an	  example	  of	  each	  by	  creating	  an	  online	  
poster	  project	  or	  power-‐point	  
presentation.	  

	  
● Participants	  will	  identify	  learner	  

characteristics	  and	  development	  in	  order	  
to	  develop	  lesson	  plans.	  

	  
● Participants	  will	  plan	  a	  lesson	  that	  

incorporates	  ways	  to	  engage	  at	  least	  three	  
diverse/unique	  learning	  styles.	  

	  
Pre	  Requirements	  
Basic	  computer	  skills	  
Can	  navigate	  the	  internet	  	  
	  
Materials	  Needed	  
Dees,	  Jared.	  31	  Day	  to	  Becoming	  a	  Better	  Religious	  
Educator,	  (2013)	  Indiana:	  Ave	  Maria	  Press.	  
(Amazon)	  
	  
Teacher’s	  Manual	  of	  publisher	  program	  you	  are	  
using.	  
	  

	   	  

Week	  
1	  

	  

	  As	  Disciples:	  Call	  &	  Mission	  
● Participants	  will	  describe	  their	  call	  to	  

ministry	  	  
● Participants	  will	  understand	  the	  

importance	  of	  creating	  a	  well	  planned	  
lessons	  as	  part	  of	  their	  role	  in	  this	  
ministry	  

● Participants	  will	  evaluate	  a	  recent	  
lesson	  of	  their	  own	  according	  to	  a	  
constructivist	  lesson	  plan	  template	  

● Participants	  will	  be	  able	  to	  navigate	  a	  
website	  to	  seek	  information	  

	  

Week	  
	  	  	  	  2	  
	  

As	  Servant:	  Meeting	  
Student	  Needs	  
● Participants	  will	  determine	  their	  own	  

learning	  styles	  and	  transfer	  this	  
knowledge	  to	  determine	  how	  to	  teach	  
students	  with	  various	  learning	  styles.	  

● Participants	  will	  examine	  the	  six	  tasks	  
of	  catechesis	  by	  evaluating	  their	  own	  
experiences	  in	  teaching	  religion.	  

● Participants	   will	   apply	   the	   tasks	   of	  
prayer,	  liturgy	  and	  mission.	  

● Participants	  will	  create	  a	  collaborative	  
list	  on	  google	  docs.	  

	  	  	  	  	  Week	  
	  	  	  	  3	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

As	  Leaders:	  Managing	  the	  
Classroom	  
● Participants	  will	  discover	  ways	  to	  

motivate	  and	  integrate	  prior	  
knowledge	  by	  using	  graphic	  organizers.	  

● Participants	  will	  recall	  their	  own	  faith	  
development	  then	  compare	  and	  
contrast	  to	  the	  faith	  development	  of	  
their	  students.	  	  	  

● Participants	  should	  recognize	  the	  stage	  
of	  faith	  development	  of	  their	  students.	  

● Participants	  will	  collaborate	  on	  a	  
Google	  Presentation	  to	  incorporate	  6	  
tasks	  of	  catechesis	  in	  a	  theme	  for	  
Sacramental	  Preparation.	  



	  
	  
	  
Optional	  Resources	  
Paprocki,	  Joe.	  The	  Catechist’s	  Toolbox,	  (2007)	  
Chicago:	  Loyola	  Press	  
	  
Stankard,	  Bernadette.	  	  Our	  Different	  Gifts	  (2013)	  
New	  London:	  Twenty-‐third	  Publications	  
	  
Standards	  
From	  the	  	  “Catechist	  of	  the	  Third	  Millennium”,	  	  NY	  
State	  Conference	  of	  Bishop’s	  Guidelines:	  

• Introductory	  Formation	  
o Ministry	  as	  vocation	  
o Lesson	  planning	  skills	  
o Acquaint	  catechist	  with	  resources	  
o Ways	  to	  maintain	  an	  effective	  

catechetical	  environment	  
• Catechetical	  Methodology	  Formation:	  

o Catechetical	  methods	  for	  different	  
age	  groups	  and	  abilities	  

o Learning	  styles	  
o Faith	  development	  
o Use	  of	  media	  and	  resources	  

• Theological	  Formation	  
o Ecclesiology	  

	  
Standards,	  continued	  
From	  the	  	  ISTE/NETS-‐S	  

1. Creativity	  and	  Innovation	  
b. Create	  original	  works	  as	  a	  means	  

of	  personal	  or	  group	  expression	  
2. Communication	  and	  Collaboration	  

a. Interact,	  collaborate	  and	  publish	  
with	  peers	  

b. Communicate	  information	  using	  a	  
variety	  of	  media	  

4. Critical	  Thinking,	  Problem	  Solving,	  and	  
Decision	  Making	  

a. Plan	  and	  manage	  activities	  to	  
complete	  a	  project	  

5. Digital	  Citizenship	  
b. Exhibit	  positive	  attitude	  toward	  

using	  technology	  that	  supports	  
collaboration,	  learning	  and	  
productivity	  

c. Demonstrate	  personal	  
responsibility	  for	  lifelong	  learning	  

	  
Total	  Score	  is	  100	  points	  

o Weekly	  scores	  =	  15	  total	  points	  
o Discussion	  Board	  =2	  
o Journal	  entries	  =	  5	  
o Activities	  =	  2	  
o Lesson	  Development	  =	  2	  

(various	  distribution	  of	  activities	  
and	  discussion	  board	  questions)	  

o Final	  Project	  –	  Completed	  Lesson	  
Plan	  =	  20	  

Final	  Reflection	  Paper	  =	  20	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

Week	  	  
	  	  	  	  4	  
	  

As	  Teachers:	  Sharing	  the	  Faith	  
● Participants	  will	  evaluate	  their	  own	  lesson	  and	  

one	  other	  participant	  in	  class.	  
● Participants	  will	  site	  ways	  in	  which	  teachings	  

of	  social	  justice	  can	  be	  incorporated	  
● Participants	  will	  compose	  ways	  of	  evaluation	  

	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Grading	  Scale	  	  
85-‐100	  	  Outstanding!!!	  
70-‐84	  	  Good!!	  	  
69	  -‐50	  	  	  	  Average	  	  
Below	  50	  -‐	  	  Needs	  Improvement	  



	  
	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Weekly	  Activities	  	  

Note	  that	  each	  week	  will	  begin	  with	  an	  opening	  prayer.	  Lesson	  modules	  are	  built	  as	  a	  sequence	  of	  activities	  that	  
build	  upon	  each	  other.	  	  It	  is	  important	  to	  work	  through	  each	  module	  in	  the	  sequence	  presented	  as	  much	  as	  
possible.	  	  A	  Checklist	  is	  provided	  here	  for	  your	  convenience	  in	  order	  to	  keep	  track	  of	  your	  own	  work	  and	  
completion	  of	  activities.	  

	   	  
	   Week	  1-‐As	  Disciples:	  Call	  &	  Mission	  
	   	   CCD,	  Religious	  Education	  or	  FaithFormation:	  A	  History	  of	  Catechesis	  

	   	   	  History	  of	  Catechesis	  (ppt)	  
	   	   	  History	  of	  Catechesis	  (pdf)	  
	   	   	  Optional	  Activity:	  Visit	  21stCentury	  FaithFormation.org	  

	   	   Called	  to	  be	  a	  Catechist	  
	   	   	  Chris’	  Call	  to	  be	  a	  Catechist	  (YouTube)	  
	   	   	  Read	  Top	  10	  Reasons	  to	  Be	  a	  Catechist	  (list)	  
	   	   	  Ideal	  Qualities	  of	  a	  Catechist	  (pdf)	  

	   	   Discussion	  	  
	   	   	  Week	  1	  Forum:	  Introductions	  

	   	   Reading	  	  
	   	   	  Dees,	  Part	  One	  (Days	  1-‐7;	  pgs	  3-‐29)	  

	   	   Scavenger	  Hunt	  
	   	   	  Exploring	  the	  USCCB	  website	  Scavenger	  Hunt	  (pdf)	  

	   	   Creating	  Lesson	  Plans	  and	  Writing	  Objectives	  
	   	   	  Catechists	  in	  Action:	  How	  to	  Plan	  Lessons	  (YouTube)	  
	   	   	  Guide	  to	  Lesson	  Planning	  (YouTube)	  
	   	   	  Lesson	  Planning	  Matrix	  and	  template	  (pdf	  files)	  

	   	   Discussion	  
	   	   	  The	  Best	  Lessons	  and	  Best	  Teachers	  

	   	   Developing	  your	  Lesson	  
	   	   	  Begin	  your	  lesson	  plan	  template,	  parish	  name,	  bibliography	  of	  manuals,	  title	  of	  lesson	  
	   	   	  Determine	  2-‐3	  lesson	  objectives.	  (SWBAT…students	  will	  be	  able	  to….)	  Include	  these	  in	  your	  lesson	  plan	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  draft	  

	   	   Journal	  
	   	   	  Answer	  questions	  is	  exercise	  on	  page	  29,	  (Dees,	  2013)	  

	  

	   	   Week	  2-‐As	  Disciples:	  Call	  &	  Mission	  
	   	   Reading	  

	   	   	  Dees,	  Part	  Two,	  (Days	  8-‐14,	  pgs	  30-‐66)	  

	   	   Six	  Tasks	  of	  Catechesis	  
	   	   	  Description	  and	  inventory	  of	  the	  six	  tasks	  of	  catechesis	  (docx)	  
	   	   	  Optional	  Resource:	  The	  Catechist	  of	  the	  Third	  Millennium	  (web	  pdf)	  
	   	   	  Six	  Tasks	  of	  Catechesis:	  Putting	  on	  Christ	  (YouTube)	  

	   	   Discussion	  	  
	   	   	  	  Reflect	  and	  evaluate	  your	  own	  experience	  as	  related	  to	  each	  of	  the	  tasks.	  	  	  (see	  pdf)	  

	   	   Scope	  and	  Sequence	  	  
	   	   	  In	  your	  teachers’	  manual,	  peruse	  the	  scope	  and	  sequence	  of	  concepts	  
	   	   	  Read	  article	  “Liturgical	  Catechesis”,	  (web	  link)	  
	   	   	  Find	  where	  the	  chapters	  for	  liturgical	  seasons	  are	  located	  in	  your	  TM	  

	   	  
	   	   	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	   Discussion	  	  
	   	   	  Liturgical	  Connections	  

	   	   Prayer	  Environment	  
	   	   	  Read	  blog	  entry	  “Prayer	  Table	  Ideas”	  (web	  link)	  
	   	   	  Sacred	  Space:	  The	  classroom	  prayer	  table	  (pdf)	  
	   	   	  Creative	  Prayer	  with	  Children	  (ppt	  slideshare	  embed)	  

	   	   Developing	  Your	  Lesson	  
	   	   	  Create	  an	  opening	  prayer	  for	  your	  lesson.	  	  Include	  prayer	  environment	  ideas!	  

	   	   Google	  Docs	  Activity	  
	   	   	  Collaborate	  to	  create	  a	  list	  of	  valuable	  catechetical	  websites	  with	  brief	  description.	  (shared	  google	  link)	  

	   	   Learning	  Styles	  
	   	   	  Take	  online	  quiz	  (weblink)	  
	   	   	  Make	  sure	  you	  read	  Dees	  description	  of	  learning	  styles	  and	  meeting	  student	  needs	  from	  this	  week’s	  	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  reading!	  

	   	   Discussion	  
	   	   	  What	  is	  your	  learning	  style?	  

	  

	   	   Week	  3-‐As	  Leaders:	  Managing	  the	  Classroom	  
	   	   Learning	  Strategies	  

	   	   	  Read	  blog	  entry:	  “K-‐W-‐L:	  Learning	  strategy”	  (web	  link)	  
	   	   	  Using	  a	  K-‐W-‐L:	  Complete	  the	  K	  and	  W	  about	  classroom	  management	  

	   	   Reading	  
	   	   	  Dees,	  Part	  Three	  (Days	  15-‐21,	  pgs	  70-‐100)	  

	   	   Discussion	  	  
	   	   	  Parent	  Involvement	  

	   	   Faith	  Development	  
	   	   	  Stages	  of	  faith	  (pdf)	  
	   	   	  Stages	  of	  faith	  (ppt)	  

	   	   Stages	  of	  Faith	  Activity	  
	   	   	  Stages	  of	  Faith	  Activity	  Sheet	  (doc)	  

	   	   Developing	  Your	  Lesson	  
	   	   	  Determine	  your	  objective	  and	  activities	  to	  your	  lesson	  keeping	  in	  mind	  faith	  development	  

	   	   Journal	  
	   	   	  Using	  the	  Faith	  Reflection	  questions	  (docx),	  reflect	  on	  your	  faith	  journey	  

	   	   K-‐W-‐L	  
	   	   	  complete	  the	  last	  column	  of	  the	  KLW	  chart	  (pdf)	  

	  
	  

	   	   Week	  4-‐As	  Teachers:	  Sharing	  the	  Faith	  
	   	   Reading	  

	   	   	  Dees,	  Part	  Four	  (Days	  22-‐28,	  pgs	  102-‐145)	  

	   	   Discussion	  	  
	   	   	  BYOD	  Questioning	  the	  use	  of	  mobile	  devices	  for	  the	  classroom	  

	   	   Discussion	  	  
	   	   	  Evaluation/Assessment	  alternatives	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   Lesson	  Evaluation	  
	   	   	  Evaluate	  a	  past	  lesson	  using	  the	  file	  attached	  (pdf)	  
	   	   	  Stages	  of	  faith	  (ppt)	  

	   	   	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	   	   	  
	  
	  

	   	   Stages	  of	  Faith	  Activity	  
	   	   	  Stages	  of	  Faith	  Activity	  Sheet	  (doc)	  

	   	   Developing	  Your	  Lesson	  
	   	   	  Revisions	  with	  small	  group	  feedback	  (small	  group	  activity)	  

	   	   Just	  Faith	  
	   	   	  View	  JustFaith	  Justice	  Walking	  (Youtube)	  
	   	   	  Social	  Justice	  	  (Powerpoint)	  

	   	   Journal	  
	   	   	  Teaching	  and	  experiencing	  social	  justice.	  

	  
	   	   	   	  

	   	   Final	  Projects	  
	   	   Completed	  Lesson	  Plan	  
	   	   Self	  Reflection	  
	   	   Discussion	  

	   	   	  Roses	  and	  Weeds	  
	   	   	  
	   	  



	  
	  
	   	   	  
	  
	  

	   	   	  

	   Rubrics	  for	  Grading	  
	  
	   	   Discussion	  Boards	   	  

	   	   Journals	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	   Final	  Project:	  A	  Complete	  Lesson	  

	  
	   	   	  
	   	   	  
	  
	   	   	  
	   	   	  
	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	   	  

	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	  
	   	  
	  



Unit Implementation Evaluation 
Instructor:   Andrea Slaven             Title of Unit: The Catechist - Intro to Ministry          
 

 
Unit Goals 

 
Standards  

 
Unit Assessments 

 
Participants will define faith and 
share personal faith experiences in 
small group discussions: 

Ø Define Faith 
Ø Share favorite resources 

using collaborative 
document 

ITSE/NETS-S: 2a, 2b,  
 

Discussion board with rubric 
landscape. 
 
Participation of submitting favorite 
Web-site on a collaborative Google 
Doc to use as an ongoing reference 
sheet. 

Participants will describe their call 
to ministry in terms of vocation 

Ø Describe the Catechist 
Ø Describe call to ministry 

*NDC/CITTM: 
Ministry as vocation, 
Ecclesiology 

Journal with rubric landscape, 
Discussion Board # 1 with rubric 
landscape. 

Participants will outline the Six 
Tasks of Catechesis as described 
by the NDC and provide specific 
examples from their own 
experience. 

Ø Identify the Six Tasks of 
Catechesis 

Ø Apply the Six Tasks of 
Catechesis 

Ø Develop Lesson Plan with 
at least three of the tasks 
developed. 

ISTE/NETS-S: 
1b, 2a, 6a, 6b 
 
NDC/CITTM: 
Catechetical Methodology-
Roles and responsibilities 
of the Catechist  
 

Discussion board # 3 with rubric 
landscape. 
(originally listed as a collaborative 
presentation, but changed due to the 
desire for more discussion)  
 
Session 2 Formative Assessment will 
develop objectives and prayer for 
lesson plan project. 

Participants will identify learner 
characteristics and development in 
order to develop lesson plans 
accordingly. 

Ø Participants will recognize 
stages of faith 
development 

Ø Participants will identify 
the structure of a 
constructivist lesson 

Ø Participants will practice 
using Google 
Presentations as an 
example of a collaborative 
student activity. 

ISTE/NETS-S:  
 1c, 2c, (modified for the 
purpose of this lesson), 2d, 
3b, 3c, 5b, 6b 
 
NDC/CITTM: 
Catechetical Methodology- 
Faith development, 
Learning Styles, Media 
usage 

Session 3 Formative Assessment will 
develop activities to match objectives 
and meet various learning styles 
using various forms of media in the 
lesson plan project. 
 
Participation on Google Presentation 
using rubric landscape to include 
specific elements. 
 
Participants will complete an 
example of a K-W-L developed on 
reading basic information about 
constructivist learning models. 
 

Participants will develop a lesson 
plan to incorporate above items.  

Ø Participants will explore 
various methods of 
assessments 

Ø Lesson plan will be 
completed 

Ø Participants appreciate the 
process of lesson 
evaluation 

 
 

ISTE/NETS-S: 
2a, 3b, 3c, 
 
NDC/CITTM: 
Catechetical Methodology 

Participants will search for creative 
ways to assess, and share findings 
and personal experiences on 
discussion board, rubric landscape for 
participation. 
 
Participants will submit a screen 
capture of how projects were shared 
and note any revisions that occurred.  
Summative Assessment: Participants 
will submit final draft of lesson plan 
project based on rubric landscape. 

 
 
NDC/CITTM – National Directory of Catechesis (USCCB) and noted also in the  
 Catechist in the Third Millennium (NYCB) 
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Pre Assessment for Catechist Course
* Required

1.  First Name, Last I. *
Andrea, S.

2.  T or F  The Baltimore Catechism was a result of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. *
Mark only one oval.

 True

 False

3.  Divine Pedagogy is found and supported in the *
Mark only one oval.

 Catechism of the Catholic Church

 Experiential Approach

 National Directory of the Catholic Church

 All of the Above

 None of the Above

4.  Have you ever explored the USCCB website? *
Mark only one oval.

 yes

 no

5.  Which of the following activities would be best for a visual learner: *
Mark only one oval.

 overhead notes

 guided imagery

 brainstorming

 journaling

13



6.  Which of the following tool is typically not used for assessment? *
Mark only one oval.

 Thumbs up/thumbs down

 essays

 highlighting

 mindmaps

7.  The most important step for beginning a lesson using a constructivist approach to learning is
*
Mark only one oval.

 give a summary of the lesson

 define new vocabulary words

 ask students what they already know

8.  T or F : The Baltimore Catechism is still accepted and is approved in the Bishops' Conformity
Listing of Catechetical Texts and Series. *
Mark only one oval.

 True

 False

9.  How do you rate your ability to use Google Docs collaboratively? *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4

Never used it before Have used it often and know all the functions

10.  The Latin Word for "witness" is *
Mark only one oval.

 wit

 martyr

 evangeli

 catechesis

11.  Which of the following sets represents the Six Tasks of Catechesis? *
Mark only one oval.

 courage, wisdom, knowledge, piety, reverence, justice

 reading, writing, praying, witnessing, remembering, worshipping, 

 prayer, knowledge of faith, sacraments, discipleship, evangelization, morality

 Go to Mass, Receive Eucharist, Forgiveness, Pray for others, Alsmgiving, Fasting
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12.  What are KWL charts used for? *
Mark only one oval.

 prelesson organizer

 motivators

 assessment tool

 all of the above

 none of the above

13.  Social justice should only be included in lessons after a child receives First Communion. *
Mark only one oval.

 True

 False

14.  How do you rate your ability to use Google Presentations collaboratively? *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4

Never used google
presentation

Use google presentation very
efficiently with others

15.  Determine the stage of faith for the following example: "Jessica came home and told her
mommy that Jesus was a good shepherd who had lots of little lambs." *
Mark only one oval.

 enlightenment

 intuitive/projective

 prefaith/undifferentiated

 mythical/literal

16.  Rate your ability to writing a good lesson plan. *
Mark only one oval.

1 2 3 4 5

I don't usually write one, I just
use the book.

I write detailed plans with
objectives and
assessments.

Powered by
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	  Analysis	  of	  	  Overall	  Class	  Learning:	  Pre-‐Test/Post-‐Test	  Comparisons	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Pre-‐test	  and	  Post-‐test	  scores	  have	  been	  gathered	  from	  the	  same	  assessment	  tool	  
that	  was	  administered	  before	  online	  instruction	  and	  after	  online	  instruction.	  	  The	  
survey	  assessment	  was	  developed	  on	  Google	  Forms,	  which	  provided	  information	  on	  
a	  Google	  spreadsheet.	  	  Student	  answers	  were	  then	  converted	  to	  points	  using	  the	  
script	  app,	  Flubaroo.	  	  Each	  correct	  answer	  on	  the	  fifteen-‐question	  survey	  was	  worth	  
(1)	  point.	  	  However,	  three	  of	  the	  questions	  were	  Likert	  scaled	  questions.	  	  These	  
three	  questions	  were	  given	  one	  point	  only	  if	  the	  participant	  reached	  the	  highest	  
value.	  	  Therefore,	  the	  amount	  of	  learning	  may	  be	  slightly	  more,	  as	  it	  will	  be	  
explained	  later	  that	  these	  Likert	  scale	  answers	  did	  increase	  for	  each	  participant.	  	  For	  
the	  purpose	  of	  this	  analysis,	  however,	  the	  rating	  questions	  are	  included	  in	  the	  final	  
results,	  though	  the	  learning	  shows	  significant	  increase	  even	  though	  three	  of	  survey	  
questions	  skew	  back	  the	  growth	  just	  slightly.	  	  
	  
Table	  1	  shows	  the	  percentage	  of	  improvement	  from	  the	  pre-‐test	  scores	  (in	  blue)	  and	  
the	  post-‐test	  scores	  (in	  red).	  	  The	  class	  average	  for	  the	  pre-‐test	  was	  only	  33.3%.	  	  
However,	  the	  class	  average	  for	  the	  post-‐test	  was	  86.6%.	  	  This	  is	  an	  85%	  increase	  
in	  learning	  as	  a	  class.	  	  It	  also	  seems	  that	  everyone	  in	  the	  class	  reached	  a	  level	  of	  
expertise.	  	  The	  two	  students	  with	  the	  lowest	  pre-‐test	  scores	  completed	  the	  course	  
just	  slightly	  lower	  than	  the	  highest	  score.	  	  All	  students	  scored	  above	  80%	  for	  the	  
final	  post-‐test.	  	  	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Raw	  Score	  Information	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	  

Table	  1	  
Table	  1	  

Pre-‐test	   Post-‐test	  

Class	  Average	  Post-‐Test=86.6%	  
Class	  Average	  Pre-‐Test	  =	  33.3%	  
Average	  difference	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  =53.3	  
	  
Rate	  of	  Increase	  =	  53.3/33.3=	  85%	  	  
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	  	  	  	  	  The	  following	  charts	  show	  a	  landscape	  view	  of	  how	  each	  of	  the	  participants	  
scored	  correct	  answers	  for	  each	  of	  the	  fifteen	  questions.	  	  These	  questions	  are	  from	  
the	  assessment	  tool	  provided	  in	  the	  beginning	  of	  this	  presentation	  work	  sample.	  	  
Please	  note	  that	  the	  first	  question	  on	  the	  Google	  Doc	  was	  for	  Name,	  and	  therefore	  is	  
not	  included	  here.	  	  The	  numerated	  questions	  for	  the	  assessment	  actually	  begins	  
with	  Question	  2	  (Q2)	  and	  ends	  with	  Q16.	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Looking	  at	  these	  landscapes,	  there	  was	  only	  one	  questions	  which	  the	  entire	  class	  
had	  correct	  on	  the	  pre-‐test,	  Q13.	  	  This	  showed	  that	  students	  were	  familiar	  with	  this	  
topic	  to	  an	  extent	  and	  were	  most	  likely	  able	  to	  include	  the	  objective	  from	  this	  piece	  
into	  their	  final	  project.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  Three	  of	  the	  questions	  involved	  a	  Likert	  Rating	  Scale,	  	  Q9,	  Q14	  and	  Q16.	  	  After	  
removing	  those	  questions,	  	  several	  other	  questions	  were	  incorrect	  by	  50%	  or	  more	  
of	  the	  class.	  	  Those	  questions	  include	  Q2,3,5,6,7,8,	  10,	  11,	  and	  12).	  	  Breaking	  this	  
down	  even	  further,	  questions	  which	  no	  one	  in	  the	  class	  scored	  correctly	  include	  
Q7,10,	  and	  12.	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Q7	  &	  Q12	  reflect	  directly	  to	  the	  main	  objective	  to	  having	  participants	  develop	  
catechetical	  methodology	  to	  create	  constructivist	  model	  lesson	  plans.	  	  Notice	  that	  in	  
the	  post-‐test,	  these	  three	  questions	  were	  scored	  correctly	  for	  each	  of	  the	  
participants.	  	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Q7	  asked	  participants	  what	  is	  the	  most	  important	  activity	  to	  begin	  a	  lesson	  in	  a	  
constructivist	  model.	  	  Each	  participant	  had	  the	  same	  incorrect	  answer.	  	  Each	  
participant	  chose	  “define	  new	  vocabulary”.	  	  This	  is	  an	  important	  pre-‐reading	  activity	  
that	  is	  included	  with	  every	  publisher’s	  catechist’s	  manual.	  	  The	  heavy	  reliance	  on	  
building	  lesson	  plans	  from	  the	  publisher	  guides	  is	  evident,	  especially	  with	  the	  way	  
this	  question	  was	  answered.	  	  The	  answer	  that	  later	  was	  achieved	  from	  the	  
instruction,	  was	  correctly	  answered	  by	  each	  participant.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Q12	  is	  another	  example	  that	  relates	  to	  lesson	  planning	  and	  also	  emphasizing	  the	  
practice	  of	  engaging	  student’s	  prior	  knowledge,	  developing	  concepts	  and	  assessing	  
what	  was	  learned	  by	  using	  a	  K-‐W-‐L	  .	  	  None	  of	  the	  participants	  scored	  correctly	  on	  
this	  question,	  yet	  after	  instruction,	  in	  which	  the	  participants	  actually	  completed	  a	  K-‐
W-‐L	  chart,	  each	  participant	  scored	  correctly.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Other	  questions	  that	  were	  scored	  by	  25%	  or	  50%	  of	  the	  participants	  also	  
increased	  to	  100%	  of	  participants	  scoring	  correctly.	  
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Likert	  Scale	  Questions-‐	  Scoring	  produces	  false	  evidence.	  	  
See	  further	  description	  of	  Likert	  Score	  Analysis.	  

Table	  2	  –	  Comparison	  of	  Pre	  &	  Post	  Test	  Responses	  

	  	  Q7	  &	  Q12	  shows	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  the	  class	  moves	  
from	  no	  correct	  	  

	  	  	  	  responses	  to	  all	  	  
	  	  correct	  responses	  
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Questions	  9,14	  and	  16	  were	  Likert	  scale	  questions.	  	  The	  responses	  to	  these	  
questions	  need	  to	  be	  viewed	  separately	  to	  see	  if	  learning	  took	  place.	  	  Because	  of	  the	  
limitations	  in	  grading	  using	  the	  Flubaroo	  script	  app,	  these	  questions	  received	  full	  
credit	  only	  if	  the	  maximum	  scale	  point	  was	  selected.	  
	  
On	  Question	  9,	  (see	  Table	  3)	  The	  class	  average	  score	  on	  the	  Likert	  Scale	  was	  2/4	  on	  
the	  Pre-‐test,	  but	  the	  average	  increased	  to	  2.5/4	  on	  the	  Post-‐test,	  increasing	  learning	  
by	  25%.	  	  The	  question	  asked	  participants	  to	  describe	  their	  ability	  to	  use	  Google	  
Docs.	  	  Dianne	  never	  used	  it	  before,	  but	  felt	  she	  did	  gain	  some	  knowledge,	  and	  Cheryl	  
also	  felt	  she	  learned	  some	  thing	  new	  about	  using	  Google	  Docs.	  	  This	  showed	  that	  
learning	  was	  just	  enough	  to	  close	  a	  little	  bit	  of	  the	  Digital	  gap.	  	  The	  lesson	  was	  not	  
too	  advanced,	  but	  did	  bring	  some	  learning	  to	  the	  participants.	  

	  
	  	  	  	  One	  of	  the	  participants,	  Dianne,	  is	  over	  65	  years	  of	  age	  and	  does	  not	  have	  much	  
computer	  knowledge.	  	  There	  were	  a	  couple	  of	  instances	  when	  I	  did	  walk	  her	  
through	  some	  of	  the	  digital	  documents.	  	  This	  actually	  was	  not	  done	  via	  the	  network,	  
but	  rather	  at	  my	  office.	  	  There	  are	  times	  when	  face-‐to-‐face	  is	  important	  as	  she	  was	  
needing	  that	  interaction	  to	  omit	  frustration	  while	  learning.	  	  She	  was	  able	  to	  create	  a	  
document	  on	  her	  own	  and	  was	  able	  to	  participate	  on	  the	  collaborative	  document	  on	  
her	  own.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	  same	  thing	  happened	  	  on	  Question	  14	  concerning	  the	  	  use	  of	  the	  Google	  
Presentation	  (see	  Table	  4).	  	  Dianne	  needed	  to	  learn	  how	  to	  create	  a	  slide,	  and	  upload	  
images.	  	  I	  worked	  with	  her	  for	  about	  2	  hours	  to	  teach	  her	  much	  of	  the	  basics,	  which	  
she	  had	  never	  even	  done	  PowerPoint.	  	  By	  the	  end,	  she	  was	  able	  to	  create	  her	  slide	  
for	  the	  presentation.	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Those	  who	  excelled	  the	  most,	  Christine	  and	  Cheryl,	  and	  to	  an	  extent	  Linda,	  all	  
knew	  the	  basics	  of	  Google	  Presentations	  but	  never	  used	  it	  as	  a	  collaborative	  tool.	  	  
This	  experience	  gave	  them	  a	  whole	  new	  understanding	  of	  how	  Google	  Presentations	  
can	  be	  used	  with	  students.	  	  	  
	  

Table	  3	  –	  Question	  9	  Likert	  Scale	  Results	   Table	  4–	  Question	  12	  Likert	  Scale	  Results	  
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  As	  a	  class,	  the	  group	  increased	  their	  understanding	  of	  Google	  presentations	  by	  
100%	  increase	  as	  each	  member	  nearly	  doubled	  their	  ratings	  of	  this	  Likert	  Scale.	  	  
Though	  this	  is	  a	  more	  subjective	  and	  personal	  assessment	  that	  each	  individual	  
shares,	  it	  does	  say	  that	  they	  felt	  they	  had	  essential	  learning.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  final	  Likert	  Scale	  on	  the	  survey	  asked	  if	  they	  ever	  wrote	  detailed	  lesson	  plans	  
that	  included	  the	  objectives,	  the	  development	  of	  the	  lesson	  and	  an	  assessment,	  
Question	  16	  (see	  Table	  5).	  	  This	  again	  is	  more	  subjective	  as	  to	  how	  the	  student	  feels	  
about	  their	  work	  creating	  a	  lesson	  plan,	  but	  this	  chart	  will	  be	  used	  in	  comparison	  to	  
their	  final	  project.	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  However,	  the	  class	  average	  of	  their	  view	  on	  how	  well	  they	  writ	  lesson	  plans	  was	  	  
3/5	  or	  a	  60%	  average.	  	  Several	  rely	  on	  the	  teacher’s	  manual,	  and	  just	  follow	  the	  
lesson	  as	  it	  is	  written.	  	  	  Their	  self	  -‐assessment	  of	  their	  final	  project	  led	  to	  the	  Likert	  
Scoring	  on	  the	  Post	  Assessment	  in	  which	  they	  all	  feel	  they	  either	  mastered	  or	  came	  
close	  to	  mastering	  a	  complete	  lesson	  plan.	  	  The	  class	  average	  score	  on	  the	  post-‐
assessment	  was	  4.75%	  or	  95%	  average.	  	  From	  60%	  average	  to	  95%	  average	  is	  a	  
50%	  rate	  of	  increase.	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Table	  4–	  Question	  12	  Likert	  Scale	  
Results	  
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Analysis	  of	  	  Student	  Learning:	  Cheryl	  and	  Dianne’s	  Work	  and	  Learning	  Chart	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Before	  describing	  the	  two	  students	  whose	  work	  will	  be	  discussed,	  it	  is	  worth	  
noting	  that	  most	  catechist,	  teachers	  of	  Catholic	  religious	  education,	  are	  volunteer	  
parish	  members	  with	  no	  background	  in	  education	  or	  theology.	  	  Most	  catechists	  
volunteer	  their	  time	  to	  the	  handing	  on	  of	  faith	  by	  depending	  on	  what	  is	  in	  the	  
publisher’s	  teacher	  manual	  and	  following	  the	  manuals	  “faithfully”.	  	  It	  is	  encouraged	  
by	  our	  diocese	  to	  have	  catechists	  complete	  basic	  certification	  courses	  to	  be	  
equipped	  in	  faith	  and	  methodology	  in	  order	  to	  effectively	  teach	  religion	  and	  bring	  
students	  into	  active	  discipleship.	  With	  that	  being	  said,	  the	  two	  participants	  in	  this	  
work	  sample	  are	  experienced	  catechists,	  neither	  of	  whom	  have	  had	  any	  training.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Cheryl	  S	  is	  a	  56	  year	  old	  catechist	  who	  has	  been	  leading	  a	  small	  parish	  in	  New	  
York	  Mills	  for	  the	  past	  2	  years.	  She	  has	  been	  a	  catechist	  for	  8	  years.	  	  	  She	  has	  taken	  
the	  Basic	  Catechetical	  Certificate	  course	  offered	  by	  the	  Diocese	  well	  over	  10	  years	  
ago.	  	  She	  offered	  to	  take	  this	  course	  from	  me	  to	  update	  her	  skills	  and	  methodology.	  	  
Cheryl	  does	  have	  very	  good	  computer	  skills,	  which	  helped	  as	  she	  worked	  
autonomously	  through	  the	  course.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Dianne	  F	  is	  a	  69	  year	  old	  woman	  who	  has	  been	  involved	  with	  catechesis	  for	  more	  
than	  40	  years.	  	  She	  has	  witnessed	  the	  changes	  that	  took	  place	  in	  the	  Diocese	  of	  
Syracuse	  as	  the	  church	  began	  implementing	  the	  documents	  of	  Vatican	  II	  in	  the	  
Liturgy	  and	  in	  the	  way	  we	  hand	  on	  our	  faith.	  	  She	  has	  seen	  many	  changes	  in	  the	  last	  
40	  years.	  	  Dianne	  has	  never	  had	  any	  certification,	  but	  is	  actively	  involved	  with	  her	  
parish	  events.	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  I	  chose	  to	  follow	  these	  two	  students	  because	  of	  the	  large	  the	  difference	  in	  their	  
pre-‐test	  scores.	  	  Cheryl	  scored	  60%	  and	  Dianne	  scored	  20%.	  	  	  	  	  	  I	  knew	  Dianne	  was	  
going	  to	  need	  much	  technical	  support,	  so	  I	  wanted	  to	  use	  her	  work	  as	  an	  example	  to	  
show	  that	  with	  good	  coaching,	  a	  computer	  novice	  can	  learn	  without	  too	  much	  
frustration.	  	  If	  I	  did	  not	  provide	  the	  support	  given,	  she	  most	  likely	  would	  have	  quit	  
because	  of	  frustration.	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  main	  project	  during	  this	  course	  was	  to	  develop	  a	  lesson	  plan	  that	  uses	  a	  
constructivist	  style	  model	  and	  includes	  several	  tasks	  of	  catechesis.	  	  Keeping	  a	  
variety	  of	  activities	  in	  the	  lesson	  to	  	  reach	  different	  learning	  styles	  is	  also	  stressed.	  	  
The	  following	  pages	  are	  examples	  of	  the	  development	  of	  Cheryl’s	  lesson	  and	  
Dianne’s	  lesson.	  	  Comments	  were	  used	  by	  the	  instructor	  which	  were	  used	  as	  
formative	  assessment.	  	  Each	  week	  of	  the	  module	  included	  instruction	  and	  activities	  
to	  help	  the	  participant	  to	  develop	  the	  lesson.	  	  	  	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  I	  will	  develop	  this	  section	  by	  including	  the	  session	  activities	  and	  other	  pieces	  of	  
work	  samples	  that	  gave	  each	  of	  the	  students	  experience	  and	  content	  to	  help	  them	  
with	  meeting	  the	  final	  objectives	  in	  creating	  a	  well-‐planned	  and	  engaging	  lesson.	  
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Objectives	  in	  Session	  I	  
	  
Objective	   Learning	  Object	   Assessment	  Tool	   Assessment	  

Question	  
Participants	  will	  
describe	  their	  
call	  to	  ministry	  	  
	  

Pre-‐knowledge	  
discussion	  
	  

Discussion	  Board	   	  

Participants	  will	  
appreciate	  the	  
roles	  &	  
responsibilities	  
surrounding	  this	  
call	  

Call	  to	  Ministry	  (video)	  
	  
Top	  Ten	  Reasons	  to	  be	  a	  
Catechist	  (video)	  
	  
Text	  (pgs	  3-‐29)	  

Discussion	  Board	   	  

Participants	  will	  
be	  able	  to	  reflect	  
and	  respond	  to	  	  
historical	  
changes	  in	  
catechesis	  

Text	  (pages	  (3-‐29)	  
	  
Powerpoint:	  History	  of	  
Catechesis	  
	  
History	  of	  
Catechesis(pdf)	  

	   Q2,	  3	  

Participants	  will	  
understand	  the	  
importance	  of	  
creating	  a	  well	  
planned	  lesson	  
	  

Text	  ((pgs	  3-‐29)	  
	  
TheReligionTeacher.com	  
(website	  selections)	  

Development	  of	  
Lesson	  Plan	  

Q10,	  11	  

Participants	  will	  
view	  models	  of	  a	  
constructivist	  
lesson	  and	  begin	  
to	  apply	  
strategies	  to	  
develop	  a	  lesson	  
and	  reflect	  on	  
one	  of	  your	  best	  
lessons	  

How	  to	  Plan	  a	  Lesson	  
(website	  selection	  on	  
TheReligionTeacher.com)	  
	  
Lesson	  Plan	  Matrix	  (pdf)	  
	  
Guide	  to	  Lesson	  Planning	  
with	  Jared	  Dees	  (video)	  
	  
	  

	   Q,5,6,	  7	  

Participants	  will	  
navigate	  	  USCCB	  
website	  to	  find	  
information	  	  

USCCB	  Website	  Link	  
	  
Scavenger	  Hunt	  Activity	  
Sheet	  
	  
	  

Scavenger	  Hunt	  
Activity	  Sheet	  
	  

Q4,8	  
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Each	  of	  these	  objectives	  develops	  the	  overall	  goals	  of	  the	  course.	  	  One	  of	  the	  first	  
“Content”	  learning	  objects	  that	  was	  placed	  in	  session	  one	  was	  to	  visit	  
“TheReligionTeacher.com,	  where	  they	  saw	  a	  video,	  read	  selected	  materials	  and	  
downloaded	  a	  lesson	  plan	  matrix	  to	  use	  as	  their	  template.	  	  	  
	  
Discussions	  are	  an	  important	  part	  of	  the	  social	  aspect	  of	  learning	  from	  one	  another.	  	  
Here	  is	  a	  screen	  shot	  from	  one	  of	  the	  discussions	  that	  took	  place	  as	  participants	  
reflected	  on	  past	  lessons:	  
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Question	  2	  in	  the	  pre/post	  assessment	  is	  related	  to	  the	  activity	  found	  in	  Session	  
Two	  as	  the	  participants	  are	  asked	  to	  navigate	  and	  explore	  the	  USCCB	  website.	  	  There	  
is	  a	  wealth	  of	  information	  for	  catechists	  at	  this	  site,	  and	  therefore	  it	  was	  determined	  
to	  be	  a	  useful	  learning	  object	  used	  with	  a	  Scavenger	  Hunt	  activity	  sheet.	  	  As	  
participants	  explore	  pages	  and	  documents	  that	  are	  useful	  in	  their	  ministry,	  they	  are	  
also	  directed	  to	  view	  the	  Conformity	  List	  of	  accepted	  texts	  and	  series.	  	  	  
	  
The	  following	  are	  copies	  of	  the	  participants	  Scavenger	  Hunts	  from	  both	  Cheryl	  and	  
Dianne.	  	  Dianne	  had	  never	  used	  the	  internet	  for	  such	  research,	  but	  found	  it	  useful	  to	  
navigate	  and	  explore	  a	  website.	  
	  

	  
The	  following	  pages	  show	  the	  first	  part	  of	  the	  participants’	  lesson	  plans	  as	  they	  
begin	  to	  work	  on	  the	  course	  project.	  Notice	  the	  comments	  for	  formative	  assessment.	  	  
The	  session	  was	  effective	  as	  seen	  by	  the	  way	  Participants	  applied	  knowledge	  to	  the	  
Lesson	  Planning	  Project.	  
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Cheryl	  S.	  
Unit/Chapter:	  _One	  Faith	  One	  Lord	  Unit	  1/Chapter	  2	   Dates:	  ________________	  

©The  Religion  Teacher  www.thereligionteacher.com  
	  

Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   10th  Grade  SWBAT  paraphrase  the  

creation  story  and  understand  the  
meaning.  
  

  

C   SWBAT  understand  that  God  creates  and  
science  discovers.  
  
  

  

CT   SWBAT  understand  that  they  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God  in  their  world.  
  

  

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

6:30pm                    
                    
                    
8:00pm                    
HW     

  
              

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

   Prayer:    
  

              

     
  

              

     
  

              

HW     
  

              

*Materials  Needed    
One  Faith,  One  Lord:  A  Study  of  Basic  Catholic  Belief  
Rev.  Msgr.  John  F.  Barry  
Publisher:  Sadlier  Fourth  Addition      
  
    

Comment [1]: You	  have	  done	  an	  excellent	  
job	  using	  the	  SWBAT…”students	  will	  be	  able	  
to…..	  
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Dianne	  F	  
Unit/Chapter:	  _Grade	  2…	   	   Dates:	  __November	  12	  &19______________	  

©The  Religion  Teacher  www.thereligionteacher.com  
	  

Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   Retrieval  –  

Students  will  be  able  to  recall  and  
describe  what  takes  place  at  Thanksgiving  

  

C   Comprehension  
SWBAT…describe  what  takes  place  
during  the  liturgy  of  the  Eucharist  

  

CT   Critical  Thinking  
SWBAT….make  connections  between  
Thanksgiving  and  Eucharist  

  

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

   Prayer:    
    

              

     
  

              

     
  

              

                    
HW     

  
              

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

                    
     

  
              

       
  

              

HW                    
*Materials  Needed    
Sadlier,  We  Believe.  Student  pages  131-‐‑134.      
items  for  prayer  services  (altar  cloth,  paten,  chalice,  purificators,  etc.      
    
  
     

Comment [1]: 	  You	  have	  done	  a	  very	  good	  
job	  using	  the	  SWBAT	  method	  to	  writing	  your	  
objectives.	  	  This	  will	  be	  a	  great	  lesson.	  	  I	  am	  
looking	  forward	  to	  reading	  more!	  Good	  Job.	  
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Objectives	  in	  Session	  II	  
	  
Objective	   Learning	  Object	   Assessment	  Tool	   Assessment	  

Question	  
Participants	  will	  
determine	  their	  
own	  learning	  
style	  and	  apply	  
knowledge	  of	  
learning	  styles	  to	  
lessons	  and	  
appreciating	  
various	  student	  
learning	  styles	  
	  

Web	  –	  Learning	  style	  
inventory	  survey	  

Discussion	  Board	   Q4,9,	  10	  

Participants	  will	  
examine	  the	  Six	  
Tasks	  of	  
Catechesis	  by	  
evaluating	  their	  
own	  experiences	  
	  

Six	  Tasks	  of	  Catechesis	  
Inventory	  Lesson,	  pdf	  
	  
Catechist	  in	  the	  Third	  
Millennium,	  pdf	  
	  
Joe	  Paprocki,	  video	  

Development	  of	  
Lesson	  Plan	  Project	  

Q11	  
	  

Prayer	  is	  one	  of	  
the	  Six	  Task	  to	  
incorporate	  in	  
your	  lesson	  
	  

Prayer	  Table	  Ideas,	  
website	  
	  
Sacred	  Space,	  pdf	  
	  
Creative	  prayer	  with	  
Children,	  powerpoint	  

Development	  of	  
Lesson	  Plan	  Project	  

Q8	  
	  

Participants	  will	  
collaborate	  on	  a	  
Google	  Doc	  to	  
create	  a	  list	  of	  	  
website	  
resources.	  

Google	  docs	   Google	  doc	  
submission	  

Q9	  (scale)	  
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Both	  of	  these	  participants	  gained	  insight	  from	  the	  Learning	  Style	  Inventory	  Survey.	  	  
Here	  are	  some	  of	  the	  insights	  written	  by	  Cheryl	  and	  Dianne	  in	  the	  discussion	  board:	  
It	  should	  be	  noted	  that	  in	  the	  lesson	  planning,	  both	  Dianne	  and	  Cheryl	  paid	  attention	  
to	  including	  creating	  a	  prayer	  service	  that	  connected	  to	  the	  lesson	  and	  included	  a	  
creative	  prayer	  space.	  	  This	  is	  a	  direct	  result	  from	  the	  learning	  objects	  that	  were	  
placed	  within	  the	  module	  for	  this	  session.	  	  	  
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For	  the	  sake	  of	  space,	  	  I	  am	  only	  sharing	  a	  screen	  shot	  from	  that	  particular	  section	  of	  
each	  participants	  lesson	  plan	  project	  and	  the	  comments	  I	  included	  for	  formative	  
assessment	  and	  corrective	  tips.	  	  	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
Both	  of	  the	  participants	  developed	  a	  prayer	  service	  from	  the	  tips	  in	  the	  PowerPoint.	  	  
The	  lesson	  module	  seems	  to	  be	  effective	  as	  participants	  apply	  knowledge	  to	  their	  
projects.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Cheryl’s	  Prayer	  in	  Lesson	  Plan	  Project	  

Dianne’s	  Prayer	  in	  Lesson	  Plan	  Project	  
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Session	  III	  Objectives	  include:	  
	  
Objective	   Learning	  Object	   Assessment	  Tool	   Assessment	  

Question	  
Participants	  will	  
discover	  ways	  to	  
motivate	  and	  
integrate	  prior	  
knowledge	  
	  

K-‐	  W-‐L	  chart	  
Text	  Reading	  76-‐100	  
	  

	   Q6,	  7	  

Participants	  will	  
experience	  the	  
use	  of	  a	  K-‐W-‐L	  
chart	  
	  

Website	  link	  to	  
TheReligionTeacher.com	  
to	  learn	  more	  about	  
KWL’s	  

K-‐W-‐L	  chart	  
(formative)	  
	  

Q12	  

Participants	  will	  
recognize	  
various	  stages	  of	  
faith	  
development	  
	  

Stages	  of	  Faith	  Pdf	  file	  
Stages	  of	  Faith	  PPT	  

Stages	  of	  Faith	  
Activity	  sheet	  
(formative)	  

Q	  15	  

Lesson	  Plan	  
project	  part	  III	  

	   Include	  activities	  
(formative)	  

Project	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  Dianne	  and	  Cheryl	  both	  completed	  a	  K-‐W-‐L	  chart,	  though	  did	  not	  place	  it	  in	  their	  
lesson	  plans.	  	  However,	  Cheryl	  made	  very	  good	  use	  of	  engaging	  students	  in	  an	  
activity	  to	  call	  forth	  prior	  knowledge	  after	  some	  formative	  corrections	  were	  
suggested.	  	  Dianne	  also	  found	  ways	  to	  engage	  students	  in	  calling	  forth	  prior	  
knowledge.	  	  	  
	  
The	  	  two	  pages	  include	  each	  of	  their	  K-‐W-‐L’s	  the	  were	  completed	  as	  both	  an	  
authentic	  activity	  to	  apply	  in	  their	  own	  lesson	  planning	  and	  as	  a	  learning	  object	  for	  
learning	  about	  classroom	  management.	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
The	  	  formative	  assessment	  of	  their	  lesson	  plan	  projects	  are	  included	  in	  the	  following	  
pages.	  	  Both	  participants	  seem	  to	  apply	  the	  instruction	  to	  the	  authentic	  activity.	  
	  
Though	  the	  participants	  effectively	  understood	  the	  purpose	  of	  using	  a	  K	  –W	  –L	  
activity	  as	  indicated	  by	  their	  own	  completion	  of	  the	  activity	  and	  the	  question	  on	  the	  
post-‐test	  indicates	  a	  new	  awareness	  of	  using	  this	  activity.	  	  However,	  neither	  
participant	  included	  a	  K-‐W-‐L	  chart	  as	  an	  element	  in	  their	  lesson	  plan.	  	  They	  did	  
include	  prior	  knowledge	  activities,	  however.	  
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Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   10th  Grade  SWBAT  paraphrase  the  

creation  story  and  understand  the  
meaning.  
  

  
  

C   SWBAT  understand  that  God  creates  and  
science  discovers.  
  
  

  

CT   SWBAT  understand  that  they  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God  in  their  world.  
  

  

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

6:30   Prayer:  Visual  using  black  material  with  ‘stars’…on  it  put  a  
picture  of  the  Holy  Spirit  above  the  earth.    Also  have  the  bible  
open  the  1st  chapter  of  Genesis  and  a  candle  to  be  lit  by  one  of  
the  students  at  the  beginning  of  prayer.      
Read  the  creation  story  from  Genesis.  
Show  a  youtube  video  of  ‘creation’  (with  dramatic  music).  
Discussion/reflection  of  the  video  
Say  the  ‘Glory  Be’  prayer  together    
  
  

              

   Have  students  draw  their  ‘image  of  God’  (play  soft  music  
while  they  draw)  and  share  what  it  means.    Then  ask  them  if  
they  were  a  child  and  gave  this  picture  to  someone  
special…what  would  that  person  do  with  the  picture?    Then  
have  a  discussion  of  how  they  would  feel  if  that  person  ‘hung  
it  on  the  fridge’  ?    Why  would  they  hang  it  up?  (because  they  
love  the  ‘creator’  so  they  love  the  ‘creation’)  Then  ask  how  
they  would  feel  if  that  person  crumpled  the  picture  and  threw  
it  away?  
Discuss  how  this  relates  to  God  and  how  they  treat  others  or  
even  nature.      
  

              

7:10   Use  a  ppt  that  shows  various  pictures  discuss  if  God  created  
(only)  or  if  and  maybe  how  ‘science’  discovered.    Students  
may  add  examples/  ideas  orally  for  discussion.  

              

Comment [1]: 	  	  
As	  you	  start	  planning	  out	  the	  activities,	  you	  
might	  want	  to	  start	  by	  asking	  students	  what	  
they	  already	  know	  about	  	  creation.	  	  Have	  
groups	  or	  the	  class	  try	  to	  create	  a	  timeline	  or	  
recreate	  the	  scene	  as	  they	  remember,	  then	  
prayerfully	  go	  into	  prayer.	  	  After	  prayer,	  
discuss	  what	  they	  gained	  from	  hearing	  the	  
story	  again.	  
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7:20   In  small  groups  or  large  group,  discuss  ways  that  teens  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God.    What  have  they  created?  What  might  they  
create?  What  have  they  ‘discovered’  that  God  created?  
  

              

HW     
  

              

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

   Prayer:    
  

              

     
  

              

     
  

              

HW     
  

              

*Materials  Needed    
One  Faith,  One  Lord:  A  Study  of  Basic  Catholic  Belief  
Rev.  Msgr.  John  F.  Barry  
Publisher:  Sadlier  Fourth  Addition      
One  Faith,  One  Lord:  A  Study  of  Basic  Catholic  Belief  
  

    
  
  
     

Comment [2]: As	  you	  move	  into	  next	  
week’s	  lesson,	  you	  may	  want	  to	  include	  how	  
this	  might	  actually	  be	  assessed.	  
	  
Also,	  next	  week	  ask	  to	  	  use	  the	  task	  of	  
discipleship	  in	  your	  lesson.	  	  Creation	  can	  open	  
up	  many	  examples	  for	  discipleship	  as	  we	  care	  
for	  God’s	  creation	  and	  one	  another.	  
Great	  work	  again!	  
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Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   Retrieval  –  

Students  will  be  able  to  recall  and  
describe  what  takes  place  at  Thanksgiving  

  

C   Comprehension  
SWBAT…describe  what  takes  place  
during  the  liturgy  of  the  Eucharist  

  

CT   Critical  Thinking  
SWBAT….make  connections  between  
Thanksgiving  and  Eucharist  

  

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

Have  Thanksgiving  word  search  
              

   Prayer:    
Prayer:    
Giving  Thanks…Use  prayer  on  page  132  
Have  the  prayer  table  set  with  a  table  cloth,  a  napkin,  small  
plate,  blessing  cup  and  bread.    At  the  end  of  the  prayer,  break  
the  bread  and  share  with  students.        
    

              

     
Lesson:    The  prayer  leads  students  to  knowing  how  to  give  
thanks.    We  give  thanks  to  God  for  many  things.    Prayers  of  
thanksgiving  can  be  in  private  prayer,  and  as  a  community  

              

   Tell  the  story  of  the  First  Thanksgiving.    Who  was  there?    
What  were  they  thankful  for?      
  

              

   What  does  your  thanksgiving  look  like?    You  are  having  a  
Thanksgiving  Dinner.    Have  students  draw  pictures  of  their  
Thanksgiving  tables.  Who  will  you  invite?    What  will  you  be  
giving  thanks  for?    Save  pictures  for  the  following  week.  
We  give  thanks  at  Thanksgiving.        
  

              

HW   Create  a  Thanksgiving  Invitation.  
  

              

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

Have  Thanksgiving  coloring  sheet  
              

Comment [1]: You	  are	  making	  some	  nice	  
connections	  between	  your	  objectives	  and	  
activities.	  	  Very	  goodl	  

Comment [2]: That	  is	  a	  nice	  activitiy!	  
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   The  Dressing  of  the  Altar…Have  items  and  prayer  to  ritualize  
preparing  the  Altar…each  student    an  participate.    Use  the  
Table  Prayer  service.    Then  listen  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  
Eucharist  from  the  Children’s  Liturgy.  

              

   Have  students  think  about  the  special  meal  that  Jesus  had  
which  was  like  a  Thanksgiving.  Who  was  there?    Show  
different  artistic  images  showing  the  Last  Supper.    How  do  
we  give  thanks  today?    Who  is  at  our  table?    Who  is  at  Jesus’  
table  today?    Are  you  there?      
  

              

       
  

              

HW   Use  page  136  as  homework                   
*Materials  Needed    
Sadlier,  We  Believe.  Student  pages  131-‐‑134.      
items  for  prayer  services  (altar  cloth,  paten,  chalice,  purificators,  etc.      
    
  
     

Comment [3]: This	  could	  be	  an	  assessment	  
tool	  as	  well…I’m	  not	  sure	  what	  is	  on	  that	  page,	  
but	  homework	  many	  times	  is	  a	  way	  of	  
assessing.	  
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Session	  IV	  Objectives	  include:	  
	  
Objective	   Learning	  Object	   Assessment	  Tool	   Assessment	  

Question	  
Participants	  will	  
explore	  various	  
assessment	  tools	  
	  

Assessment	  tools,	  
TheReligionTeacher.com	  
pdf	  
	  
	  

LessonPlanProject	   Q6	  

Participants	  will	  
cite	  ways	  in	  
which	  teachings	  
of	  social	  justice	  
can	  be	  
incorporate	  
	  

	  Prayer	  Service	  
Text	  pgs	  102-‐145	  
	  
JustFaith,.org	  	  
	  
JustWalking(video)	  &	  
website	  
	  
PowerPoint	  on	  Social	  
Justice	  Teachings	  
	  

	  
Lesson	  Plan	  Project	  

Q12	  

Participants	  will	  
evaluate	  their	  
own	  lesson	  
	  

Discussion	  Board	  
	  

Journal	  	  
	  
Discussion	  Board	  
	  
	  
	  

Q	  15	  
(Likert	  
Scale)	  

Participants	  will	  
create	  a	  
collaborative	  
Presentation	  

Google	  Presentation	   Google	  Presentation	   Q14	  
(Likert	  
Scale)	  

	  
	  
In	  this	  session,	  both	  participants	  submitted	  their	  fourth	  week	  of	  	  the	  developing	  
lesson	  plan	  project.	  	  Both	  participants,	  Cheryl	  and	  Dianne	  were	  given	  formative	  
feedback	  which	  is	  reflected	  in	  the	  final	  project.	  	  	  
	  
Also,	  the	  Google	  Presentation	  was	  submitted	  with	  the	  expectation	  that	  each	  slide	  
contains	  text,	  a	  hyperlink	  and	  one	  image.	  	  This	  did	  not	  have	  a	  rubric,	  as	  it	  was	  only	  
submitted	  as	  a	  practice	  experience,	  but	  each	  participant	  did	  meet	  the	  expectations.	  
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Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   10th  Grade  SWBAT  paraphrase  the  

creation  story  and  understand  the  
meaning.  
  

  
  

C   SWBAT  understand  that  God  creates  and  
science  discovers.  
  
  

Use  a  ppt  that  shows  various  pictures  discuss  
if  God  created  (only)  or  if  and  maybe  how  
‘science’  discovered.    Students  may  add  
examples/  ideas  orally  for  discussion.  

CT   SWBAT  understand  that  they  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God  in  their  world.  
  

Brainstorm  as  small  groups…  then  large  
group  sharing…discuss  examples  of  things  
that  they  have  created  or  may  create  (either  
personally  or  an  example    that  someone  else  
has  created).  

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   Have  strips  of  paper  available  to  pin  to  bulletin  board  and  a  

marker.    Ask  students  to  “write”  the  story  of  Creation.    As  the  
story  is  being  told,  have  students  write  the  events  and  
circumstances  of  the  story  on  the  strips  of  paper  and  pin  to  
bulletin  board.    Students  can  rearrange  the  strips  until  they  
are  satisfied  with  the  complete  story.    Have  them  enter  the  
prayer  area.  
  

X              

6:30   Prayer:  Visual  using  black  material  with  ‘stars’…on  it  put  a  
picture  of  the  Holy  Spirit  above  the  earth.    Also  have  the  bible  
open  the  1st  chapter  of  Genesis  and  a  candle  to  be  lit  by  one  of  
the  students  at  the  beginning  of  prayer.      
Read  the  creation  story  from  Genesis.  
Show  a  youtube  video  of  ‘creation’  (with  dramatic  music).  
Discussion/reflection  of  the  video  
Say  the  ‘Glory  Be’  prayer  together    
  
  

   X           

   Have  students  draw  their  ‘image  of  God’  (play  soft  music  
while  they  draw)  and  share  what  it  means.    Then  ask  them  if  
they  were  a  child  and  gave  this  picture  to  someone  
special…what  would  that  person  do  with  the  picture?    Then  
have  a  discussion  of  how  they  would  feel  if  that  person  ‘hung  
it  on  the  fridge’  ?    Why  would  they  hang  it  up?  (because  they  
love  the  ‘creator’  so  they  love  the  ‘creation’)  Then  ask  how  

      X        

Comment [1]: You	  may	  want	  to	  even	  have	  
them	  “chart	  these”	  .	  	  I	  am	  not	  sure	  quite	  
understand	  the	  activity	  here.	  	  	  
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they  would  feel  if  that  person  crumpled  the  picture  and  threw  
it  away?  
Discuss  how  this  relates  to  God  and  how  they  treat  others  or  
even  nature.      
  

7:10   Use  a  ppt  that  shows  various  pictures  discuss  if  God  created  
(only)  or  if  and  maybe  how  ‘science’  discovered.    Students  
may  add  examples/  ideas  orally  for  discussion.  
  
  

              

7:20   In  small  groups  or  large  group,  discuss  ways  that  teens  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God.    What  have  they  created?  What  might  they  
create?  What  have  they  ‘discovered’  that  God  created?  
  

              

HW     
Bring  images  of  where  you  “discover”  God  this  week.    Add  
them  to  the  group  powerpoint.    
  
Exit  Ticket…Write  a  simple  prayer  of  thanks  for  something  in  
God’s  creation  you  are  especially  grateful  for.    Happy  
Thanksgiving  everyone!  

            X  

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

   Prayer:    
  

              

     
  

              

     
  

              

HW     
  

              

*Materials  Needed    
One  Faith,  One  Lord:  A  Study  of  Basic  Catholic  Belief  
Rev.  Msgr.  John  F.  Barry  
Publisher:  Sadlier  Fourth  Addition      
Drawing  paper,  markers,  ‘Creation  ‘picture  and  video,  material,  bible,  candle,    
TV,  dvd  player,  cd  player,  cd  
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Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   Retrieval  –  

Students  will  be  able  to  recall  and  
describe  what  takes  place  at  Thanksgiving  

Create  Invitation  

C   Comprehension  
SWBAT…describe  what  takes  place  
during  the  liturgy  of  the  Eucharist  

HW  page  136  

CT   Critical  Thinking  
SWBAT….make  connections  between  
Thanksgiving  and  Eucharist  

Discussion  with  images    

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

Have  Thanksgiving  word  search  
              

   Prayer:    
Prayer:    
Giving  Thanks…Use  prayer  on  page  132  
Have  the  prayer  table  set  with  a  table  cloth,  a  napkin,  small  
plate,  blessing  cup  and  bread.    At  the  end  of  the  prayer,  break  
the  bread  and  share  with  students.        
    

              

     
Lesson:    The  prayer  leads  students  to  knowing  how  to  give  
thanks.    We  give  thanks  to  God  for  many  things.    Prayers  of  
thanksgiving  can  be  in  private  prayer,  and  as  a  community  

              

   Tell  the  story  of  the  First  Thanksgiving.    Who  was  there?    
What  were  they  thankful  for?      
  

              

   What  does  your  thanksgiving  look  like?    You  are  having  a  
Thanksgiving  Dinner.    Have  students  draw  pictures  of  their  
Thanksgiving  tables.  Who  will  you  invite?    What  will  you  be  
giving  thanks  for?    Save  pictures  for  the  following  week.  
We  give  thanks  at  Thanksgiving.        
  

              

HW   Create  a  Thanksgiving  Invitation.  
  

              

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

Have  Thanksgiving  coloring  sheet  
              

Comment [1]: You	  might	  be	  able	  to	  
actually	  develop	  this	  more	  by	  having	  student	  
produce	  something	  like	  a	  VEN	  diagram	  or	  
chart	  to	  show	  the	  similiarites.	  	  Other	  than	  
that,	  very	  good!	  

Comment [2]: This	  can	  actually	  lead	  into	  
Social	  justice	  by	  being	  able	  to	  “share	  bread”	  	  
with	  others.	  	  Since	  this	  is	  around	  thanksgiving,	  
you	  might	  want	  to	  include	  a	  food	  collection	  or	  
something?	  	  Let	  parents	  know	  what	  is	  going	  
on	  at	  your	  parish….remember	  not	  everyone	  
attends	  mass	  and	  reads	  the	  bulletin!!!	  
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   The  Dressing  of  the  Altar…Have  items  and  prayer  to  ritualize  
preparing  the  Altar…each  student    an  participate.    Use  the  
Table  Prayer  service.    Then  listen  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  
Eucharist  from  the  Children’s  Liturgy.  

              

   Have  students  think  about  the  special  meal  that  Jesus  had  
which  was  like  a  Thanksgiving.  Who  was  there?    Show  
different  artistic  images  showing  the  Last  Supper.    How  do  
we  give  thanks  today?    Who  is  at  our  table?    Who  is  at  Jesus’  
table  today?    Are  you  there?      
  

              

       
  

              

HW   Use  page  136  as  homework                   
*Materials  Needed    
Sadlier,  We  Believe.  Student  pages  131-‐‑134.      
items  for  prayer  services  (altar  cloth,  paten,  chalice,  purificators,  etc.      
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Also,	  the	  Google	  Presentation	  was	  submitted	  with	  the	  expectation	  that	  each	  slide	  
contains	  text,	  a	  hyperlink	  and	  one	  image.	  	  This	  did	  not	  have	  a	  rubric,	  as	  it	  was	  only	  
submitted	  as	  a	  practice	  experience,	  but	  each	  participant	  did	  meet	  the	  expectations.	  
	  
The	  following	  are	  screen	  shot	  images	  from	  Google+	  showing	  the	  presentation	  
created	  by	  the	  class,	  and	  enlargements	  of	  Cheryl	  and	  Dianne’s	  slides.	  	  Both	  Cheryl	  
and	  Dianne	  did	  well	  with	  formatting	  text,	  creating	  a	  hyperlink	  and	  embedding	  an	  
image.	  	  
	  

Cheryl’s	  Presentation	  slide:	  

Dianne’s	  	  Presentation	  slide:	  
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Analysis	  of	  Final	  Project	  
In	  this	  section,	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  working	  draft	  of	  both	  students	  and	  their	  final	  Lesson	  
Plan	  project	  are	  submitted	  as	  well	  as	  each	  participant’s	  rubric	  scoring.	  	  	  
	  
	  
FINAL	  ASSESSMENT:	  Cheryl	  	  S	  

	  
The	  main	  goal	  of	  this	  course	  as	  stated	  in	  the	  syllabus	  is	  to	  “examine many aspects of 
teaching pedagogy in order to effectively deliver meaningful and effective lessons for the 
learner.” (Syllabus, The Catechist: Intro to Ministry, 2013).  Cheryl	  met	  all	  the	  
requirements	  and	  achieved	  the	  objectives	  of	  this	  course.	  	  The	  following	  pages	  
include	  Cheryl’s	  final	  lesson	  plan.	  	  She	  took	  the	  suggestions	  from	  previous	  formative	  
lessons	  and	  has	  edited	  her	  final	  work	  as	  follows:	  
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Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   10th  Grade  SWBAT  paraphrase  the  

creation  story  and  understand  the  
meaning.  
  

  

C   SWBAT  understand  that  God  creates  and  
science  discovers.  
  
  

Create  a  chart  with  “Created  and  Discovered”  
Have  students  determine  a  list  of  items  to  
whether  they  are  Created  by  God  or  
Discovered  by  science…what  is  the  
difference?  

CT   SWBAT  understand  that  they  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God  in  their  world.  
  

Brainstorm as small groups… then large 
group sharing…discuss examples of things 
that they have created or may create (either 
personally or an example that someone else 
has created).  

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

6:30pm   Have  strips  of  paper  available  to  pin  to  bulletin  board  and  a    
marker.    Ask  students  to  “write”  the  Creation  story.    As  the    
story  is  being  told  by  the  students,  have  students  write  the  
events  and  circumstances  of  the  story  on  the  strips  of  paper  
and  pin  to  bulletin  board.    Students  can  re-‐‑arrange  strips  until  
they  are  satisfied  with  the  complete  story.    Have  them  enter  
the  prayer  area  

X              

6:30pm   Prayer:  Visual  using  black  material  with  ‘stars’…on  it  put  a  
picture  of  the  Holy  Spirit  above  the  earth.    Also  have  the  bible  
open  the  1st  chapter  of  Genesis  and  a  candle  to  be  lit  by  one  of  
the  students  at  the  beginning  of  prayer.      
Read  the  creation  story  from  Genesis.  
Show  a  youtube  video  of  ‘creation’  (with  dramatic  music).  
Discussion/reflection  of  the  video  
Say  the  ‘Glory  Be’  prayer  together    
  

   X           

   Have  students  draw  their  ‘image  of  God’  (play  soft  music  
while  they  draw)  and  share  what  it  means.    Then  ask  them  if  
they  were  a  child  and  gave  this  picture  to  someone  
special…what  would  that  person  do  with  the  picture?    Then  
have  a  discussion  of  how  they  would  feel  if  that  person  ‘hung  
it  on  the  fridge’  ?    Why  would  they  hang  it  up?  (because  they  

      X   X     
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love  the  ‘creator’  so  they  love  the  ‘creation’)  Then  ask  how  
they  would  feel  if  that  person  crumpled  the  picture  and  threw  
it  away?  
Discuss  how  this  relates  to  God  and  how  they  treat  others  or  
even  nature.      
  

   Use  a  ppt  that  shows  various  pictures  discuss  if  God  created  
(only)  or  if  and  maybe  how  ‘science’  discovered.    Students  
may  add  examples/  ideas  orally  for  discussion.  
  
  

              

8:00pm   In  small  groups  or  large  group,  discuss  ways  that  teens  are  co-‐‑
creators  with  God.    What  have  they  created?  What  might  they  
create?  What  have  they  ‘discovered’  that  God  created?  
  

         X     

HW   Bring images of where you “discover” God this week. Add 
them to the group powerpoint. 
 
Exit Ticket…Write a simple prayer of thanks for something in 
God’s creation you are especially grateful for. Happy 
Thanksgiving everyone! Bring images of where you 
“discover” God this week.  
Thanksgiving everyone!  

              

Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

  
              

   Prayer:    
  

              

     
  

              

     
  

              

HW     
  

              

*Materials  Needed    
One  Faith,  One  Lord:  A  Study  of  Basic  Catholic  Belief  
Rev.  Msgr.  John  F.  Barry  
Publisher:  Sadlier  Fourth  Edition      
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FINAL	  ASSESSMENT:	  Dianne	  F	  

	  
To	  reiterate,	  the	  main	  goal	  of	  this	  course	  as	  stated	  in	  the	  syllabus	  is	  to	  “examine 
many aspects of teaching pedagogy in order to effectively deliver meaningful and 
effective lessons for the learner.” (Syllabus, The Catechist: Intro to Ministry, 2013).  
Dianne	  also	  met	  all	  the	  requirements	  and	  achieved	  the	  objectives	  of	  this	  course.	  	  The	  
following	  pages	  include	  Dianne’s	  final	  lesson	  plan.	  	  She	  took	  the	  suggestions	  from	  
previous	  formative	  lessons	  and	  has	  edited	  her	  final	  work	  as	  follows:	  
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Lesson  Planning  Template  
  
Objectives   Assessment  
R   Retrieval  –  

Students  will  be  able  to  recall  and  
describe  what  takes  place  at  Thanksgiving  

Create  Invitation  

C   Comprehension  
SWBAT…describe  what  takes  place  
during  the  liturgy  of  the  Eucharist  

HW  page  136  

CT   Critical  Thinking  
SWBAT….make  connections  between  
Thanksgiving  and  Eucharist  

Discussion  with  images    

Day  1  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

Have  Thanksgiving  word  search  
x              

   Prayer:    
Prayer:    
Giving  Thanks…Use  prayer  on  page  132  
Have  the  prayer  table  set  with  a  table  cloth,  a  napkin,  small  
plate,  blessing  cup  and  bread.    At  the  end  of  the  prayer,  break  
the  bread  and  share  with  students.        
    

   x           

     
Lesson:    The  prayer  leads  students  to  knowing  how  to  give  
thanks.    We  give  thanks  to  God  for  many  things.    Prayers  of  
thanksgiving  can  be  in  private  prayer,  and  as  a  community  

      x        

   Tell  the  story  of  the  First  Thanksgiving.    Who  was  there?    
What  were  they  thankful  for?      
  

      x        

   What  does  your  thanksgiving  look  like?    You  are  having  a  
Thanksgiving  Dinner.    Have  students  draw  pictures  of  their  
Thanksgiving  tables.  Who  will  you  invite?    What  will  you  be  
giving  thanks  for?    Save  pictures  for  the  following  week.  
We  give  thanks  at  Thanksgiving.        
  

         c     

HW   Create  a  Thanksgiving  Invitation.  
Send  home  notice  about  can  collection  as  part  of  our  
thanksgiving  Eucharist  project.      
  
  
  
  

            x  
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Day  2  
Time   Learning  Activity   P   R   O   C   ESS  
   BW:    

Have  Thanksgiving  coloring  sheet  
x              

   The  Dressing  of  the  Altar…Have  items  and  prayer  to  ritualize  
preparing  the  Altar…each  student    an  participate.    Use  the  
Table  Prayer  service.    Then  listen  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  
Eucharist  from  the  Children’s  Liturgy.  

   x           

   Have  students  think  about  the  special  meal  that  Jesus  had  
which  was  like  a  Thanksgiving.  Who  was  there?    Show  
different  artistic  images  showing  the  Last  Supper.    How  do  
we  give  thanks  today?    Who  is  at  our  table?    Who  is  at  Jesus’  
table  today?    Are  you  there?      
  

              

     Do  a  Venn  diagram  chart  to  write  down  what  is  the  same,  
what  is  different  from  celebrating  Thanksgiving  and  
celebrating  Eucharist.  
  

         c     

HW   Use  page  136  as  homework                 x  
*Materials  Needed    
Sadlier,  We  Believe.  Student  pages  131-‐‑134.      
items  for  prayer  services  (altar  cloth,  paten,  chalice,  purificators,  etc.      
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Final	  Thoughts	  
	  
     Teaching religion to the young members of a church is a special ministry taken on by 
volunteers in the church parish or congregation who want to share and hand on their faith 
to others.  The one enters this ministry, it is realized rather quickly that there is more to 
teaching religion than just memorizing prayers.  There are several roles and 
responsibilities identified by the National Directory of Catechesis that are to be 
exemplified in the ministry of teaching religion.  That in its self is a huge task to 
undertake, but there are also the details of teaching, the methods, pedagogy and 
classroom management that trained teachers have years of background knowledge and 
practice, but volunteer catechists do not.  The purpose of this course is to equip the 
catechist with the basic tools used by classroom teachers while weaving the process of 
faith formation into the pedagogy.   
 
      It is very important to note that most catechists have no background in teaching.  This 
course developed the basics of lesson planning, understanding student learning and 
development, teaching tips for classroom management and some experience with digital 
tools. 
 
     Each of the objectives of the course were achieved by the participants.  I feel the most 
important of the these objectives was to complete a lesson plan using sound teaching 
methods.  I feel the reason for the participants were so successful in writing a lesson plan 
was because it was broken into “chunks” supported by content, practice and formative 
feedback.   
 
     I feel the course went well for the most part.  I found that the participants had a bit of a 
learning block at first as they just needed to get familiar with the Coursesite Blackboard 
format.  Due to the fact that this seemed to hinder the start of the course as I needed to 
give participants a lesson on how to navigate the website, I created an introduction video 
as a virtual tour of the site.  I have not used this yet, but will include it if I run the course 
again. 
 
    From what the participants shared in their final reflections and the “Roses and Weeds” 
discussion, the participants loved the variation of activities.  Nothing was frustrating, yet 
everything gave very useful information.  The participants liked working on one project 
all the way through with formative feedback. They found it very helpful.  As I mentioned 
above from my observations early on in the course, the comments made by the 
participants showed that they found it difficult to get started on blackboard, but by the 
end of the second week, they were much more confident. 
 
     I found it necessary to be flexible and be a support when participants needed technical 
support.  This didn’t bother me too much because it was such a small class (only four).  I 
think in order to be an effective facilitator and participate with the group, I would limit 
the number of registrants to no more than 10.  It takes time to give good positive 
feedback that is useful.   
 
       I was pleased with the manner I developed the course.  I felt I organized the learning 
objects well, had a wide variety of ways to learn, activities that were all purposely 
developed to be authentic in nature and meaningful.  The activities were all very 
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engaging and, I believe, promoted their excitement to share their faith by providing them 
with new ways to approach teaching. 
 
1. How did the results of the assessments inform your instruction of the unit? 

This is hard to assess with numerical numbers, as this course was not really set up for the 
purpose of determining quantitative data.  Though I did include rubrics for the discussion 
boards and the final project, other activities received points for completion.  I will say, 
however, the discussion boards showed thoughtful and active participation by the 
participants.  The discussion board was an essential tool to build community and use for 
sharing thoughts about the ministry.   
 
The formative feedback on the lesson plan project was important to the development of 
the final project for the participants.  I was able to guide the participants in a positive  
way.  Keeping feedback positive provides motivation and less frustration. 
 
From comparing the pre-test with the post-test results, the participants all showed a 
remarkable improvement.  The information presented in the course was new material, but 
it was presented in interesting ways with supportive practice.   
 
2.  What modifications did you make in your unit based on daily reflection and 

assessment data 
     The only real problem I had was working on blackboard, in which the participants 
were new to.  This created some frustration at the beginning and took several support 
phone calls with the participants.  Though this happened at the beginning, it was too late 
to create a support video, but I have now created a virtual tour of the course, explaining 
the features and how to navigate.   
 
 
3. How will this experience influence your choice of instructional strategies in the 

future? 
I have found that including a variety of learning objects and practice that builds 
confidence and motivation makes the learning experience positive and promotes learning.  
Having a meaningful and authentic activity is most important.  The practice activities in 
the course all had meaning and were engaging.  Keeping a balance of introducing new 
material in an even pace and providing time and activities to apply knowledge was the 
key to developing a positive learning experience for this group of students.   
 
4. How will this experience influence your design of assessments in the future? 
I found that it is very important to make sure that activities are related to the objectives 
and are assessed fairly.  I found that formative assessments are very rewarding toward 
making an impact on the final assessment.   
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Self Grading: 
3pnts Assessment Plan:  Overall, for my own work on designing, facilitating and 

assessing this course I feel I planned the goals and objectives clearly and aligned 
them with standards used in the Diocese of Syracuse Office of Faith Formation 
and the ISTE/NETS-S.  The plan was articulated clearly. 

3pnts    Graphic Representation:  I presented several pictorial visuals and tables to show 
data related to the objectives. 

3pnts    Alignment with Learning Goals:  Analysis was fully aligned with learning goals 
and objectives and provided a comprehensive profile of student learning showing 
pre and post test results. Charts were included to show how assessments aligned 
to the objectives.    

 
3pnts   Interpretation and Evidence:  Interpretation was meaningful and appropriate 

conclusions were drawn.  Evidence with whole class and selected students was 
provided. 

 
3pnts   Insights on Effective instruction/assessment.  I found strengths and weaknesses in 

the design of the course. 
 
2pnts   Implications for Future Teaching/Professional Development:  I have truly found 

the importance and value of being flexible and working to constantly revise so 
that learning is effective.   

 
3pts      Writing and conventions: My project was written with clear and coherent writing 

conventions.   
21pts     Total Rubric Landscape score 
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